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later, Champlain was to receive from Henri IV), a
commission to undertake the development of a new
country. On the 24th of July, 1534, on a Gaspe head-
land, there was raised a cross which towered thirty feet
above the earth.6 The men who planted it there were
subjects of the King of France and it was in his name,
as the words inscribed beneath the cross-bar testified,
that they took possession of a land whose boundaries
no man could yet determine. These men were Chris-
tians; their captain was devout, and their country,
whose territory they were peacefully extending, was
the eldest daughter of the Church. If they could not
properly be called missionaries and, still less, apostles,
they yet understood, or Cartier understood for them,
that sixteenth century France could have appeared in
the New World in no more noble guise. The Indians
who surrounded the kneeling mariners grasped nothing
of the symbolism of the scene of which they were
astonished witnesses; but the Frenchmen knew that to
take possession of the land in this manner was to give
a promise for the future.

A promise for the future? What more could France
do, occupied as she was with maintaining her continen-
tal unity, at a time when Francis I and Charles V were
contesting the supremacy of Europe? How could
France, torn as she was by the wars of religion, con-
sider seriously colonizing far-away lands, especially
when it had been determined that Canada's wealth was
not in precious metals but in pelts? Thus Canada had
hardly emerged into the light of history when it with-
drew into the shadows again, and the work of French

0 The first cross was planted on the shores of Labrador at Saint
Servan (now called Lobster Bay), i2th June, 1534.